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• EARLY OFFLOADS/REROUTES:
– If weather would impact a departure gate, for instance OTTTO / RAMAY then 

the departures would be rerouted via CDR out through another open 
departure gate, via CLTCH and Q178 depending on sector workload and 
destination. 

– If CLTCH and JDUBB would be impacted, reroutes via COLIN/SCOOB and 
OTTTO would be implemented. 

– In a more widespread weather constraint, a mass of thunderstorms across 
western ZDC stopping J220, J211, Q178, RAMAY OTTTO CLTCH AND JDUBB, 
might see an aircraft looking to go to Chicago depart almost opposite direction 
down to the SE over COLIN/SCOOB, crossing through Areas 2 and 3 before 
turning back to the NW. 

– However, on most days early offloads for DC METS comes via way of rerouting 
off one departure fix to the other (e.g. off SCOOB to JDUBB - inland) to allow 
for overhead volume (traffic via AR/Y routes) from ZNY & ZBW.
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• CAPPING & TUNNELING: TEDC “GO-TO INITIATIVE”
– Used more frequently now because of the high volume of high-

performance general aviation aircraft. 

Removes volume from high altitude sectors, reduces complexity, and 
utilizes airspace within the low altitude sectors that are normally 
underutilized. It essentially creates more space in the high-altitude 
sectors to be used for flights sometimes captured by AFPs. Thus, 
increasing total airspace throughput, since both overflights and 
departures may flow simultaneously in lieu of stopping departures to 
favor the overflight traffic. 

Capping is favorable to both the operations and the stakeholders as 
system impact is distributed. Delays are reduced, and fuel usage is 
minimized. Flows remain on preferential routes.
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• CAPPING & TUNNELING: TEDC “GO-TO INITIATIVE”
– The PCT Euro Tunnel for the DC Mets going overseas. These flights are tucked 

going north AOB FL230 via J220 as opposed to Q34 or J174.  Often used when 
weather is developed in the Eastern portion of ZDC.

– The PHLYER South 1/2 plays  assist in keeping the volume out of ZDC Area 4 by 
capping PHL departures at 8,000ft or 6,000ft. These flights are destined for 
airports as far South as CLT/ILM. They are also a commonly used play during 
SWAP and high east coast volume days.

– RAM/OTO departures with "LIMBO WEST" route playbooks are capped at 100 
in lieu of typical climb to 170 - FL230 with climb clearances west of J109. 
(From this came LIMBO South, Southwest, North and soon to be NW via ZOB)

– SCOOB/COLIN departures are often capped if they are landing MYR and North, 
either at FL220 if 35 is also alerted or FL340 if it is just for 09.  SCOOBs are also 
routed via JDUBB to help mitigate volume, when this happens aircraft landing 
MCO and north are often capped at FL320 to maintain the volume at 07 at an 
acceptable level.
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• DCA SURFACE:
– Limited Ground constraint

• Limited expansion area

– Main Runway rehabilitation 
Project for the next 2-3 years

• Work scheduled April 9, 2024 

– New North Terminal
• Pushing back to Spots 4 & 5 block 

Taxiway N (approx. 6-8 mins), and 
as a result limiting the use of RWY 
33

– Change in Fleet mix
– Complex airspace filled with 

numerous Special Events/VIP 
Movement

– Paying attention to the 
THROUGHPUT is a must for 
DCA especially during SWAP
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• DCA SURFACE:
– 2024 Construction Phasing Schedule
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• DCA SURFACE:
– Ground Delay program for DCA

• Throughput is an issue during SWAP. 
• Arrivals get in ahead of the TSTMS. TSTMS shuts everything down … How do we get departures out to prevent 

Gridlock? 
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• IAD INTERNATIONAL DEPARTURES (1700-1845L)
– For ZDC/PCT/IAD a large concern during SWAP is not only how would the arrivals get after 1530L, but 

even more concerning is how do the weather constraints look as pertains to getting the International 
departures out. Use of 

• J220 [ZBW NATS ESCAPE VIA HNK]: Frequently stopped by ZNY
• GOATR play via Q178 [DC METRO NATS ESCAPE] or ZBW NATS ESCAPE via SYR using J227
• B24 (ZEU ESCAPE)
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• CAPACITY AVAILABLE IN ZDC09 [FL360-390] & ZDC30 [AOA FL400]: 
– Traffic AOA FL360. Saturation in Sectors ZDC 34 & 35 (AOB FL350) resulting in 

reroutes, increased MIT and departure delays
– Increase usage/ZDC’s commitment to having the Sectors opened more. Still 

underutilization of high-altitude Sectors 
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Ask to Industry: What city pairs would 
provide an increase of traffic AOA FL380 
along the coast? ZDC09/ZDC30 are heavily 
underutilized
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